Pan-Berkshire Syllabus proposals —May 2024 v17 AH

Please note - this is a working document and NOT what the finished product will look like!

The key feature of the primary phase is that by the end of KS2 pupils need to have encountered, in addition to Christianity, Judaism, Hindu Dharma,
Islam, Sikhi and Humanism or othernon-religious worldviews. Schools MAY choose to deliver religious traditions in a different order, but the
requirementto covertwo Abrahamic and 2 dharmic faiths along with non-religious worldviews by the end of KS2 remains.
Schools may considerusing RE days to bring in traditions not included in the syllabus, using similar questions and ideas.

Key Worldview Question/Theme Contentin boldis intended to be CORE. The remainderis | Real People Real
stage Th = Theology suggested content. Do we have core content, ordowe Faith film links

Ph = Philosophy make it all suggested but make at least one questions per

HSS = Human and social science religion per phase compulsory?
EYFS Worldviews — i.  Whatdoesitmeanto be kind? | How people show kindness. How people are kind to the The KS1 Real People,
4s-5s religious and world. Kindness as a sign of community, family, belonging, | Real Faith filmscould

non-religious

ii.  Whyare some people
remembered by others?

iii.  Whyare some placesspecial?

who we are kind to and why. Stories of kindness froma
range of religious traditions. E.g., stories of Jesus, Guru
Nanak, charity work etc. Golden Rule.

show kindness by

Or show kindness because

Stories of Abraham and Sarah, Moses, Prophet Muhammad
and Khadijah, Guru Nanak, Bahd’u’llah, Buddha, Darwin,

and contemporary examples; Stories of Jesus — Nativity,
Easter, incarnation

are remembered by

because
E.g., Abraham and Sarah are remembered by Jewish
people because they were chosen by God.

Church; Mandir, home shrine, Mosque, Gurdwara, Temple,
Vihara, Synagogue, and secular spaces; Kaaba, Mecca,
Jerusalem, Amritsar, Rome, Planet Earth and the
environment and the universe, beauty and care.

be used here to
explore symbols and
stories.
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Vvi.

Why are some occasions
special?

What can we learn from
stories?

Why are some items special?

is a special place for because .
e.g. A Churchis a special place for Christians because they
cometogetherto worship and praise God.

Shabbat, Channukah, Holi, Diwali, Eid, Ramadhan, Vaisakhi,
Wesak, and some secular festivals such as birthdays;
Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest, recognising that not
all people celebratethe in the same way.

is a special occasion for because

Vaisakhiis a special occasion for Sikhs because it celebrates

the way Sikhs commit to their beliefs.

Choose suitable examples, probably including a range of
creation stories including the scientificand othertales with
amoral. Parables and narrative stories from Old and New
Testaments, Hadith and Qur’an, Rama and Sita, stories of
Krishnaaswell as secular stories that pupils may be
familiar with.

is a special story for because

e.g. The Creation is a special story for Christians because it

tells a story about the beginning of the world.

Artefacts from arange of religions—Mezuzah, Cross, Ik
Onkar, chauri, lotus, rosary, prayer beads, pujatray, Diwa
lamps, Murtis, Qur’an, Bible, Torah and Tanakh.

A is a special item for because

e.g., A Mezuzah is a special item forJews because it
contains a special prayer.
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KS1 Y1l What are worldviews and how do we | Introduce asimple definition of worldview, religionandthe | Teachersto write.
5s-7s Introductory find out about them? vocabulary of beliefs, living and thinking. Establishthe idea
guestionto of Abrahamic (Judaism, Christianity, Islam) and Dharmic
coverinone or (Hindu, Sikhi) religions. Createatimeline forthese religions
two lessons. Ensure that pupilslearnthat not everyone follows a
religion.
Y2 What do differentreligions and Explore avariety of features that religions (and some non- | Teachersto write.
introductory worldviews have incommon? religious worldviews) share —buildings, activities such as
guestion. 1 or prayer or reflection and meditation, helping the poor.
2 lessons. Examine the way that some people believe and belong;
others belongfirstand then believe. Coverarange of
religions as appropriateto the cohort and locality. Ensure
thatitis also clearthat many people who do not accept
religious beliefs also engagein some of these activities.
Christianity — i.  What do Christians believe God as Creator and the beauty of Creation, and the early KS1 Real People, Real

ineveryyear
group

about God and where do
these ideas come from? (Th)

ii. Whatisthe story of Jesus and
how do Christians remember
him? (Th)

iii. What did Jesus teach his
followersand how did he
teach? (Th)

iv.  How andwhere do Christians
worship and celebrate? (HSS)

revelation of God to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses.
The Bible and its format (simple); stories from the Bible
that teach about God.

The life of Jesus (simple) —the narratives of his life (key
events such as birth, some of the miracles, Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday,) and
the disciples; Son of God, Incarnation and Salvation with
links to Christmas/Easter

The stories and parables told by Jesus — particularly the
Lost sheep, coinand son, Good Samaritan, other parables
as appropriate. Miracles, such as feeding of 5000, and
healing of the lame man on the mat.

Christian worship at home and in the church, looking for
some of the symbols in church that link to Christian
teaching, particularly the life of Jesus. Baptism. Christmas

Faith films— Stories

and symbols willbe

appropriate to assist
inanswering several
of these questions.

There are Anglican,

Baptist and Catholic
versions.




Pan-Berkshire Syllabus proposals —May 2024 v17 AH

and Easter celebrations. Look at and visit local church
buildings and from other parts of the world if appropriate.
Explore some denominational differences, that are local to
contextincluding some simplified datafrom the 2021
census.

celebrate and why? (HSS)

Simchat Torah. Different ways of celebratingin different

v.  How do Christians show that Most Christians see church as the people (the body of
they belongtothe church? Christ) not just the buildings. The church, likeone big
(HSS) worldwidefamily, is made up of different styles of prayer
and worship. Some believethat differences do not matter
but that beliefinJesusis the most important thing.
Explore the various practices around Baptism (or
thanksgiving) and confirmation or Communion. This could
include looking atthe lives of some contemporary
prominent Christians.
vi.  What do different Christians Different ways of praying and the Lord’s Prayer — Prayers

believe about prayer? (Th, Ph) | of praise, rejoicing, adoration, confession asking (Thank
you, sorry, please prayers). The impact of prayer on the
lives of believers.

Judaism vii.  What do Jewish people Oneness of God, Shema, Creator, 10 commandments, KS2 Real People, Real
believe about God and where | Torah, creation, Faith films about
do these ideas come from? relationship with
(Th) God, as well asthe

KS1 films about
viii.  Whoisremembered byJewish | Abraham and Sarah, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Noah, Johah, stories. There are
people and why? (Th) Elijah and the stories linked tothem, as well asthe concept | Orthodox and Reform
of Torah, and remembering and honouring your films.
family/parents. Rememberingisimportantin Judaism and
links to many of the Jewish festivals.
iX. What do Jewish people Passover, Shabbat, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Chanukah,
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countries. Celebration athome as well asin the
synagogue.

worldviews

and where do these ideas
come from? (Ph)

evolution. Ask questions, use observation and evidence
to gain understanding. Demonstrate kindness to other
people, animals, and the planet.

People should be free to find what makes them happy.
Happy Human symbol. Responsibility on humansto
protectthe weak and the environment. Golden Rule

X.  Whydo manyJewish people Synagogue as a place of learning, as well as worship. Role
(Jews) gotothe synagogue? of the rabbiin the synagogue and role of the synagoguesin
(HSS) the community. The role of Torah inthe lives of many

Jewish people and how itis stored and handled. Belonging
to a community.

Hindu Dharma Xi. What do Hindus believe Brahman (one God) and the Trimurti, Rama and Sita, KS2 Real People, Real
about God and where do Ganesha, Hanuman, Gurus, and Rishis. Symbolism Cyclical | Faith Hindu films
these ideas come from? (Th, time and reincarnation, avatars and murtis, Atman and aboutrelationship
Ph) Namaste with God, as well as

the KS1 films about
stories.
xii.  How importantisthe Mandir | The role of the mandirin Hindulife, worshipin the mandir
forHindus? (HSS) and worship at home, Puja, Aarti, meeting place forthe
community.
xiii.  What do Hinduslearn from
some of their stories?
xiv.  What do Hindus celebrateand | Diwali, Holi, Navaratri and the stories that accompany
why? (HSS) them, dance, musicand yoga, Puja, Ganesha, Rama and
Sita, Holikaand Prahlad.
Non-religious xv.  What do Humanists believe The world is a natural place formed by natural forces and The KS1 Humanist

filmslook at the
symbolsand stories
that Humanists use to
help them make
sense of the world.
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LKS2 Y3 How do we learn about beliefs from Choose a practice introduced in KS1(e.g. prayeror Teachers to write
7s-9s Introductory the way that people behave? (HSS) meditation or giving) to frame an enquiry buildingon the
questions (1or | This isthe place to introduce/revise discplinary | disciplinary contentintroduced at KS1. This may be a good
2 lessons) knowledge (theology, humanand social place to explore the similarities and differences between
science, and philosophy) and methodology: .. . . . .
hermeneutics (textual interpretation), surveys, religious and non-religious practice. Mindfulness, for
interviews, ethnographic studyandanalysisof | €xample, isapractice employed by people of different
data, thought experiments, debate, critical religions and non-religious worldviews. This is also where
thinking and processes of reasoning. we need to explore the way that some people choose to
behave certain ways, even if they do notascribe toa
prescribed set of beliefs.
Y4 What do texts and stories reveal Choose a text ortexts that reveal something about what Teachers to write
Introductory about peoples’ beliefs and people believe. This could focus on one worldview, oryou

question1or 2
lessons.

worldviews? (Th)

could choose a textthatis read by several traditions and
beginto examine the differences. Foran Abrahamicfocus
maybe look at a story from the Hebrew Bible/OId
Testamentand see how itis handledin Christianity and
Islam. The stories about Isa (Jesus) from the Qur’an could
be compared with Christian stories about Jesus. Foran
Dharmicfocus, maybe look at the story of the Blind Men
and the Elephantand see how the Dharmic traditions use
thistale. Fornon-religious worldviews, the Golden Rule
may be explored here.

Christianity

i.  What are the Christian views
about who Jesus was? (Th)

ii. How did Jesus teach his
followers to show friendship?
(Th, HSS)

Trinity, Son of God, Son of Man, Messiah, Saviour, Nativity,
Prophecies, the teaching of Jesus and his miracles. Jesus
was Jewish. Divinity and humanity of Jesus, good man,
teacher, prophet, healer, preacher, character of Jesus—
loving, kind, compassionate. Compare to the character of
God.

The role of sin and forgiveness. Range of Bible stories —
Zacchaeus, the Disciples, Forgiveness, Good Samaritan,
Peter. Mark 12:28-31 — the Greatest Commandment to
“love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength” and
to “love yourneighbouras yourself”.

KS2 Real People, Real
Faith films about the
relationship with God
and the impact of
beliefs on everyday
life will support
learningin units here.
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What are the key messages of
Easter? (TH, HSS, PH)

Easter and Holy week, communion, death and
resurrection, God’s rescue plan and the role of confession
and restitution. Link to Passover and Jewish traditions.

Acts Chapters 1- 2 and Holy Spirit, (Trinity) Change and

and why is he important to
Muslims? (Th)

He is known among people as trustworthy, the last
prophet, (the seal of the prophets - Quran Surah 33.40)
universal, receiving the Qur’an from Gabriel (Jibreel),
revelation, beingacrucial moral example. The Night of
Power, Muhammad as presentedinthe Qur’an.

Preservation of the Qur’an until today, calling people to
goodness, the first command being "read", encouraging

iv.  What difference does proclamation, Gospel Parables of the Kingdom of Heaven in
Pentecost make? (TH, PH) the book of Mark (chapters4and 13). Community
V. Wheredoideasaboutright The 10 commandments and otherexpressions of the rule
and wrong come from for of law — particularly in the teachings of Jesus. (Golden
Christians? (TH, PH, HSS) Rule).Sermon onthe Mount
vi. How andwhydo Christianstry | Christianlife and the work of the church locally and
to make a difference inthe globallyin social justice (e.g. foodbanks, debt assistance
world? (TH, HSS) and overseas aid charities) (localand global) now and
historically (include Lord Shaftesbury, Wilberforce and
Wesley)

Islam vii.  What do Muslims believe Tawhid, starting every task with "Bismillah" (Inthe name | KS2 Real People, Real
about God and where do of Allah), Shahadah and the 5 pillars, Allah introduces Faith films aboutthe
these ideas come from? Himself to us in the Quran with His 99 names, each relationship with God
(Th,Ph) carrying unique attributes, for example, Rahim (Most will supportlearning

Merciful) and Wadud (Most Loving). What Muslims believe | here.There are Sunni
about God (Allah) and how the different names of Allah and Shiafilms.
help Muslimsto understand Allah.

viii.  Who is Prophet Muhammad
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worldviews

lives? (Ph)

atheist or agnostic. .

Humanists often live by the Golden Rule, as do many world
religions. Treat other people as you'd wantto be treated in
their situation.

ix.  Whatisthe Qur'anand whyis | humaninquiry, intellect, and science, with the Qur’an
itimportantto Muslims? (Th, | beinga guide forhumanity and the universe. Qur’'anisthe
HSS) last word God sent to humanity, the direct words of God
and offers acomplete code forlife. How the Qur’anis
handled and treated. The origin of the 5 Pillars.
Mosque, Ummah, community centre, , madrassa, morgue,
X. How importantisthe Mosque | teaching, learning, library, Friday prayers,
for Muslims and their
community?

Sikhi xi.  What do Sikhs believe about | Mool Mantra, Waheguru, Nam Japna, Guru Nanak, and KS2 Real People, Real
God and where do these the other Gurus, including the Guru Granth Sahib Ji. Look Faith Sikh films about
ideas come from? (Th, Ph) at a range of Sikh stories and what they teach. the relationship with

God will support
Introduction of the Gurus; Guru Nanak and Guru Gobind learning here.
Xii. How does the teachingofthe | Singh Khalsa, Vaisakhi, 5 K’s, Sewa, Vaand chakkna, Kirat
Gurus influence the daily lives | Karna
of Sikhs? (Th, HSS)
Treatment of the Guru Granth Sahib as a living Guru, not a
xiii.  What isthe Guru Granth Sahib | book. Who can read it, how, usedin naming ceremonies
and why isitimportant to and in weddings. Divine revelation, compilation, and
Sikhs? (Th, HSS) content, including prayers, hymns. Role of the 5" and 10t
Gurus.
xiv.  How doesthe Gurdwara The role of the gurdwara, especially Langar, Guru Granth
contribute to Sikh life and Sahib Ji and worship. The gateway to the Guru; place for
worship? (HSS, Ph) meeting with God and servingthe community.
Non-religious XV. How do Humanists live good Humanismis non-religious approach to life. Humanistsare | The KS2 Real People

Real Faith humanist
films will be useful
here.
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Humanists have ceremonies for baby naming, marriages,
and funerals

UKS2 Y5 Why do some people choose to Introduction to the vocabulary of religious, non-religious, Teachersto write
9s-11s Introductory follow a religion and others do not? faith, secular, atheist, and agnosticwill be included here
Question (1 or | Thisisthe place to introduce/revise disdplinary | along with some of the wider consequences of belonging
2 lessons) knowledge (theology, humanand social to a faith community. Include raising questions about
science, and philosophy) and methodology: . . .
hermeneutics (textual interpretation), surveys, whether beliefand faith are logical and reasonable.
interviews, ethnographic studyandanalysisof | Perhapsthisiswhere we need atimeline of the different
data, thought experiments, debate, critical religious traditions.
thinking and processes of reasoning.
Y6 Does a beliefin life afterdeath make | Look at the issues of hermeneutics (textual interpretation) | Teachersto write
Introductory a difference to how a person lives and explore creation stories - include humanist and other
question now? non-religious worldviews. This will follow on from the unit
This is the place to introduce/revise disdplinary | about whetherbelief and choosingtofollow areligionis
kn'owledge (theplogm human and social reasonable.
science, and philosophy) and methodology:
hermeneutics (textual i nterpretation), surveys,
interviews, ethnographic study and analysis of
data, thought experiments, debate, critical
thinking and processes of reasoning.
Christianity i.  WhyistheBibleimportantin | The story of the Bible as a whole, its history and

Christian worship bothin
church and at home? (Th, HSS)

ii. HowistheBibleinterpreted
by different Christians? (Th,
Ph)

iii. How does the Bible teach
Christians to be wise? (Th, Ph)

translations. The way Christians use the Bible, athome and
in church, especially in worship but also as a basis for
songs and hymns. Also, in preachingandinspirationin
architecture —e.g., stained glass windows and symbols.
Different readings of creation, parables, miracles, and
otherteachings. The relationship between the Old and
New Testaments and the role of prophecy, particularly as
an interpretation of the Nativity and Easter stories. Literal
and metaphorical readings. What truths do these stories
tell. Reading behind,

The wisdom literature - Psalms and Proverbs in particular
and how these texts influence show how a person
followingthe teachings of Jesus ought to behave.
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The big questions of life and death; resurrection, life after

iv.  What do Christians believe death, heaven. Explore the resurrection of Lazarus and the
aboutlife afterdeathand how | healingof Jairus’ daughter. Explore funeral practices and The KS2 Real People,
do they show these beliefs? memorials. Look ata range of memorial headstones and Real Faith film about
(Th, Ph) whatthe inscriptions reveal about Christian beliefs. Find the impact of God on
out whetherall Christians believethe same and discuss daily life will support
why there may be differences and whetherthey are learningin this unit.
significant. There are Anglican,
Baptist and Catholic
Church attendance, prayer, Bible study, good works, social | films.
V. How and why do Christians justice, baptism, confirmation, communion Sacraments
show commitment to God? and denominational differences in practice —creed, classes,
(Th, HSS, Ph) 39 articles of the C of E
Vi. How do Christian beliefs Care for creation, God as creator. Explore what influences
influence the way people many Christians to espouse the green movement, and
respond tolocal and global otherways that Christians respond to other global issues of
issues? (Th, HSS, Ph) social justice. Maybe exploreissuethatare of local
relevance. Racismand prejudice.
This syllabus Islam Judaism
recommends vii.  What do believerslearnabout | Core theologicalideasfrom | Coretheological ideasfrom
Judaism and God and human life from their | the Qur’an, Hadith, the Torah, Tenakh, Talmud:

Islam. Schools
may choose to
focuson one
in preference
to the other.

sacred texts? (Th)

Sunnah: Tawhid
(monotheism), Ummah,
Sharia, human life and
flourishing. 6 fundamental
pillars of faithin Islam. Allah
introduces Himself to
humanity inthe Quran.
Muslims learn His 99 names
fromthe Quran, and in

God, Shema, and covenant.
Value of life, Love thy
Neighbour, Life after death.

10
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viii.

How do different believers
practise theirfaith in worship,
at home and inthe
community? (TH, HSS)

How do the sacred texts and
otherbeliefsinfluence the
way people respond to local
and global issues of social

justice? (Th, Ph, HSS)

many verses, they learn that
he is merciful and loves
every creature. Purpose,
Free Will, Equality, The
Afterlife.

Use of the Qur'anin
worshipinthe mosque, 5
Pillars, daily and Friday
prayers, importance and
purpose of Salah. Role of
the imam etc. Hajj, Eid;
Rites of passage as
appropriate. The 5
fundamental acts of worship
inlslamand
meanings/benefits for
individually and socially.
sadaqa (even smiling),
athan. The Qur'anis the
primary source for worship.
For Muslims, the earthisa
place of worship, meaning
there are no restrictions on
where to worship or pray.
They can worship anywhere
as longasitisclean.

Halal and Haram foods.

Muslim responsesto care
for creation, Red Crescent
and other Muslim charities,
eco/green Mosque in

Role of the synagogue in
the Jewish community and
the place of family, laws of
kashrut, shabbat and other
festivals. Jewish values;
Rites of passage as
appropriate. Rosh
Hashanah, Yom Kippur,
Purim

Tu BiShvat— place of trees
inJewish teaching, Mitzvah
Day, Jewish charities,
tikkun Olam etc

The KS2 Real People,
Real faith films about
relationship with God
and the impact of
beliefs on daily life
will support learning
inthese units. Ther
are Sunniand Shia
Muslim films, and
Reform and Orthodox
Jewish films.

11
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Cambridge. Some examples
are the Emphasis on Justice
(Adl), Dignity of All People,
Helpingthe Needy (Zakat
and Saddagah), Standing Up

forthe Oppressed,

Maintaining Social Order.

This syllabus
recommends
revisiting
Hindu and

Sikh Dharmas.

Some schools
may preferto
introduce
Buddhism.

Xi.

What do believerslearn
about God and or human life
from theirsacred texts and
stories? (Th)

How do different believers
practise theirfaith in worship,
at home, andin the
community? (Th, HSS)

Hindu Dharma
Smrriti and Shruti.
Explore some of
the key stories
and whatis
learned from
them—e.g.
Krishna and
Arjuna, Rama
and Sita, Prahlad
and Holika. The 4
Ahramas (stages
of life). Ganesha
as the remover of
obstacles, avatars.
Reincarnation

Explore range of
Hindu practice in
Mandir and at
home, Ganesha
as remover of
obstacles, role of
prayerand

Sikhi

Guru Granth
Sahib, Mool
Mantra, and
equality. Oneness
of humanity
Stories of the 10
Guruse.g., Bhai
Lalo and Malik
Bhago, Akbarand
Langar
Reincarnation

Explore how the
GGSJ is treatedin
the Gurdwara,
Langar, Khalsa,
Rites of passage,
Amrit, Harmandir

Buddhist

Life of Siddhartha
Gotama (The
Buddha), Three
Marks of
Existence,

Four Noble
Truths,

Noble Eightfold
Path, Five
Precepts, stories
including
Kisaand the
Mustard Seed,
the Donkeyin the
Well, Three
Jewels

Monasteries,
diversity,
artefacts (used by
some),
meditation,
chanting,

KS1 Real People Real
Faith Buddhist film
about stories may be
useful here, asiit
offersan
introduction.

The KS2 Real People,
Real faith films about
relationship with God

12
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xii.  How dothe sacred textsand
otherbeliefsinfluence the
way people respond to local
and global issues of social
justice? (Th, Ph, HSS)

meditation. Rites | Sahib (Golden the Buddhist

of passage, Temple). Sutras
Pilgrimage,

respect forfamily

values

Sources of

authority and the | Miri Piri Sikh Serving the
concept of charity work, community
Dharma, Karma, (Khalsa Aid,

NishkamSWAT)
Sewa, langar,

vegetarianism
etc. Responsesto

poverty and Fighting forequal

injustice rights, martyrdom
of Guru Tegh
Bahadur)

and the impact of
beliefs on daily life
will support learning
inthese units. There
isone series of films
foreach of Hindu,
Sikh and Buddhist
Dharma.

Non-religious
worldviews
(witha focus
on Humanism)

How do Humanists and/or
othernon-religious
worldviews respond to global
and social issues?

Xiii.

Role of reason and evidence with empathyforall
concerned (Golden Rule). Humans are responsible for
Confrontingissues which harm people ornature. Actions
have consequences. Morality and ethics are not absolute -
rightaction depends on context. Campaign forequalityand
humanrights, and to protect the environment.

The principle of one life and choice about how to live
without harming others

KS3 This syllabus recommends a 3-Year Key Stage 3, as preferred by Ofsted. Studentsin YO must receive teachingin linewith the requirements of
this Locally Agreed Syllabus and the recommend time is 45 hours overthe year.

KS3 Compulsory What is meant by religion and Buildingon KS1and KS2 learning. Unit to be written by

11s-14s | UNIT worldviews? Why do we study them? | This unitwill give the secondary school an opportunity to teacherwriting panel

This is the place to introduce disciplinary
knowledge (theology, humanand social
science, and philosophy) and methodology:
hermeneutics (textual i nterpretation), surveys,

interviews, ethnographic study andanalysis of

find out what pupils have learned about the nature of
religion and worldviews, specificreligious traditions and
how and why the study of them s important.

13
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data, thought experiments, debate, critical
thinking and processes of reasoning

Thisis a refresheronthe ways of knowing (disciplines) of
theology, Human Social Science and Philosophy.

What, how and why do we study RE? A local study,
diversity within and between. Lived and diverse reality of
religions and worldviews.

Christianity
(See
Philosophy and
ethics unitsfor
further
questions)

i.  How andwhydid Christianity
become a global religion? (Th,
HSS)

ii. Doesfollowingthe teachings
of the Christian church affecta
person’slifestyle? (Th, HSS,
Ph)

iii.  What do Christians believe
aboutJesus? Why are there so
many different
interpretations? (Th, Ph)

Story of Pentecost and the birth of the church. The role of
evangelism, and the Holy Spirit. Examine the role of
preachingandteaching, and prayer. Acts 10, and-thestory
efthe-Good-Samaritan-as well as otherstories about
Samaritans and outcasts. Diversity within tradition, e-g-
Christianity as a global, diverse and living tradition. The
conversion of Constantine and the political spread of
Christianity as the recognised religion. Protestant,
Catholicism and Orthodox traditions and practice.

Explore issues of Christian Lifestyle, e.g., employment
choices, values, human relationships, marriage, and
cohabitation. Explore Biblicalteaching and interpretation.
Life after death, what motivates a believerto be lovingand
kind. Parable of the Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25: 31-
46). Opportunity to show some positive contributions
made by the church to looking afterthe poorand sick
(medieval times) education, and social reform. Key people
Martin LutherKing, Rosa Parks, Katherine Johnson, Corrie
Ten Boom, Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Rev Steve Chalk.
Chad Veraetc(It’s not just Humanists who have good

people)

Son of God, Son of Man, Messiah, Saviour, Old Testament
prophecies, Salvation, Final judgement, heaven and hell,
Revelation and reason. Different interpretations. The
historical person of Jesus, - human and divine. Trinity,

The KS3 Real People,
Real Faith film about
the interpretation of
sacred texts will
supportlearning
here.

The KS3 Real People
Real faith film about
science and religion
will supportlearning
inthis unit.

14
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Incarnation. Representations of Jesus —art, icons, film &
mediaetc. How do otherworldviews see the person of
Jesus?

iv.  How couldscience and The perceived conflict between science and religion,
Christianity be compatible? particularly the question around creation, butalsothe
(Ph, Th) reliability of the Biblical text with reference to sickness and
miracles. For example, would Jesus have acted differently if
there was modern medicine? Darwinet al.

Buddhism v.  What do Buddhists believe Life of the Siddartha Gautama (known as the Buddha) — The KS3 Real People,
about Buddha and why do birth (prophecy) and childhood —protected from suffering | Real Faith Buddhist
people follow him? — impact of the foursights—leaving the palace —questfor | filmswill support

truth —long path to enlightenment (ascetism) —decisionto | learninginthis unit.
teach others
Definition of Buddha—enlightened one —lessons that can
be taken from different parts of Siddartha’s story stories as
away in. Different beliefs about Buddha; one Buddha or
many? Jatakas?
Explore lifestyleissues and how teachings may impacton
vi.  How doesfollowingthe thesee.g.,

teachings of the Buddha affect
a person’slifestyle? (Th, Ph,
HSS)

Three Poisons—greed, hatred and ignorance (avoidance of)
Three marks of existence —including Anicca—everything
changes

Four Noble truths — suffering

Five Precepts —non-violence —lifestyle choices, values,
human relationships.

Noble Eightfold Path —including Right awareness,
thoughts, attitude and actions - employment choices —
meditation.

path to enlightenment through self-improvement and
minimising suffering for those around you.
Nirvana/Nibbana
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The Three refuges — Buddha — Dharma - Sangha

Explore lifestyleissues, e.g., employment choices, values,
human relationships, marriage and cohabitation, gender
identity. Referto the Five Precepts and Noble Eightfold
Path, Three Poisons

Diversity within tradition, Nicheren, Theravada,

Vii. How and why did Buddhism Mahayana, Pure Land, Zen Buddhism etc
become a global religion? Bodhisattvas, Arhats, Dalai Lama
(HSS) Buddhist approach to life including protest—impact in the
UK.
The Three refuges
Non-religious | viii. How doesfollowing Humanist | Humans responsibleforsolving world problems through The KS3 Humanist
worldviews beliefs affectaperson’s justice and social activity. No afterlife, so justice must films about textual
(with a focus lifestyle? (Th, HSS) occur in thislife. One life, so take personal responsibility to | interpretationand
on Humanism) make ita good life. Personal liberty. Freedomto choose science will be useful
religion or belief, support apostates, LGBTQ+. Promote here.
secular institutions in education, parliament...Right to
critique otherworldviews. Think for yourself, act for
others. Non-religious rites of passage - naming, marriage,
funerals. Non-religious chaplains.
ix.  Which people have most Humanistideasinancient India(Charvakaschool), China

influenced Humanists and
how?

(Confucius) and Greece (Democritus).

Charles Darwin Origin of Species different species evolve
naturally.

John Stuart Mill (On Liberty) Liberty of each person. “Serve
humanity and have deep concern forthe general good”
early description of Humanism.

Charles Bradlaugh: right to affirm allegiance ratherthan
take an oath on the bible. Founded National Secular
Society. Jailed forpublishing Annie Besant’s pamphleton
family planning.
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Early Humanists-thinking women include George Eliot,
Mary Wollstonecraft, Annie Besant.

Famous political Humanists include Nye Bevan created the
NHS, Leo Abse legalized gay sex, Pandit Nehru, First Indian
Prime Minister.

Current Humanist writers include Michael Rosen, Stephen
Fry and Alice Roberts.

X.  What othernon-religious Sentientism, (https://sentientism.info/what-is-

worldviews are there and how | sentientism/an-overview) ethical veganism

are theysimilarordifferentto | (https://www.vegansociety.com/news/blog/foundations-

Humanism? ethical-veganism)

Islam xi.  Which prophets do Muslims Definition of Prophethood and prophesy for Muslims;

rememberandwhy? (Th,Ph) | Explore the key prophets and theirlastingimpacton
Muslims —e.g, Ibrahim, Nuh, Musa, Isa. Focus on Prophet
Muhammad and his example. Sunni, Shi’aand the question
of succession. How are the prophetsremembered?E.g.,
Hajj, stories, Ka’aba

xii.  How andwhydidIslam Exploration of Ummah, Hajj, Aid,

become a global religion and
whatimpact has this had? (Th,
HSS)

Historicspread of Islam, IslamicScholarship, e.g., scientific
and medical advances. Schools of thought. Census data,
local study. Islam offers amonotheistic belief system with a
clear moral code and social structure. Forsome, it may
have been seen asa more unifying alternativeto the
existing religious landscape. Islam also offered a more
egalitarian social structure compared to some existing
societies. It also emphasizes community and belonging,
which can be appealinginaglobalized world where people
might feelisolated.

The KS3 Muslim films
about textual
interpretation and
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Xiii.

How does following Islamic
teachings affectaperson’s
lifestyle?

Prayerand worship, family and community, morality,
education, respecting each other. Explore lifestyle issues,
e.g.,employment choices, values, human relationships,
marriage and cohabitation, genderidentity. Qur’an and
Hadith, Sharia, Jihad (lesserand greater) Characteristics of
a Muslim according to the Qur’an and the words of
Prophet Muhammad.

Islam offers asolid foundation with a consistent set of rules
that regulates a Muslim’s life (helps with not getting lostin
the so many fast-paced trends), while offering aframework
of applying flexibility in both introducing and adopting new
thought-through lifestyles and systems which are benefidal
to the individualand society.

Muslims who properly adhere to the Islamicguidance set
themselves free fromindulginginto harmful addictive
habits (alcohol, gambling, pornography, etc.), and
accordingly lead a healthy lifethat transcends to their
families and society.

Islam gives a clear message to Muslims about the purpose
of life (thatitisjusta test), and when someonelives with
purpose s/he can enjoy the goodnessinlifeand endure its
difficulties. Islamic Relief, Red Crescent. It’simportant that
all world views are seen as producing some good people.

The after life? Why is a Muslim good? because it affects
theirplace in the afterlife. Judgement Day - God weighs our
good and bad deeds. How we respond to sufferingalso
important.

science will be useful
here.There are Sunni
and Shiafilms

Philosophical

(Must include
Christianity, at
least one of

Is there a God and doesiit
matter? (Th, Ph)

What evidence do Christians use for God — e.g. stories of
revelation and miracles? How does this compare to
scientificviews - explore the difference between evidence,
proof, facts, beliefs, and opinions. Introduce the concepts
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the
Worldviews
already
studiedanda
choice of other
worldviews as
appropriate
e.g., Baha'l,
Zoroastrian,
Rastafari,
Paganismetc.)

What do we mean by a just
and fairworld and who
decides?(Th, Ph, HSS)

Do ‘Good’ and ‘Evil’ existand
whois responsible? (Ph)

of theism, atheism, and agnosticism (NB. can explore
theism/atheism through Christopherand Peter Hitchens,
Bertrand Russell). Consider different types of evidence
(e.g., physical evidence, reasoning/ logic). The design
argument, first cause, experience —classicargumentsand
counterarguments. Revelation, Incarnation and
Resurrection.

What is morality? Where do morals and ethics originate? Is
truth absolute orrelative? Whatis fairness? Who decides
whatis good? Sources of authority, conscience, laws,
accountability. Where do laws come from? Consider Justice
inthe Old Testamentand what that meant. Noah’s Ark,
Genesis 3—introduce the concept of Original Sin. Explore
the concept of tzedakah (justice) in Judaism; Maimonides’
Ladder of Tzedakah. 10 Commandments, More ethical,
charity, service, virtue ethics, Climate and environmental
justice. Social justice, racial justice, sexism, prejudice and
discrimination. The fight against social injustice. Ghandi,
etc.

What is human nature? Isit part of who we are? Define
good and evil. Natural and moral evil. Is goodness linked to
God, or separate?Is evil the absence of good (see
Augustine’s theodicy)? Responses to evil: karma, al-gadr,
inconsistenttriad, free will, divine plan. Whose
responsibilityis evil? Isitinternal orexternal factors? Isita
choice? Genesis—Cainand Abel.

Different understandings of evil—e.g., the devil, jinn, evil as
a supernatural force, evil as human actions. (The Doors of
the Sea by David Bentley-Hart)
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iv.  What are differentresponses | Storyof Job, divine plan. Heaven/hell. Reincarnation,

to suffering? (Ph) comparingto Buddhistideas of suffering as a part of life.
Explore asimple introduction to theodicies (e.g.,suffering
is a test, sufferingis how we learn, sufferingis punishment,
sufferingenables us to appreciate good). Include
theological and practical responses, and the interplay
betweenthem. Theology: atonement, death of Jesus,
prayerand unanswered prayer; Allah permits suffering,
predestination.
Irenaeus —soul making, CS Lewis — using suffering for good.
(The Philosopher Queens —by Rebecca Buxton and Lisa
Whiting explores 20female philosophersincluding, Angela
Davis, perhaps the mosticonicsymbol of the American
Black Power Movement and Azizah Y. al-Hibri, known for
examining the intersection of Islamiclaw and gender
equality.)

v. Shouldreligious peoplefeela | Climate change, environmentalissues, Laudate Si,
greaterresponsibility for (encyclical letter), inter-faith work to addressissues, Eco
protectingthe natural world? | church, Eco Mosque, carbon fast, stewardship vs dominion.

Genesis 1and 2 and how they line up with stewardship and

dominion. Charity work to look afterthe world around

them. Explore differentorigin stories forthe world,
includingthe BigBang. Introduce the Jewish concept of
tikkun olam and explore movements like the Coalition on
the Environmentand Jewish Life. Political interactions,

Extinction Rebellion, Just Stop Oil protest. How far should

we go to protect the planet?

KS4

This syllabus recommends that all students should follow an accredited course, such as GCSE, either full or short course. Inany case where the
following of such a course is not possible, all pupils must receive Religious Education that meets the requirements of this syllabus. The
expectationisthatsuch students will build on priorlearning, covering any content that was not taught at KS3 and includingan appropriate
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choice of themes and questions as set out below. This will requireabout an hour a week. The exact choice of worldviews and how to timetable
thisis entirely at the discretion of the school.

CORE

Christianity

Choose any of the questions from KS3
that were not covered

Any of the
previously
taught
worldviews
plusanew
worldview of
choice:

E.G.

Baha'i
Zoroastrian,
Rastafari,
Paganism

Sentientism
and ethical
veganism

Indigenous
religions

Choose questions from KS3andalign
them with different worldviews,
religious and non-religious.

Content as appropriate to worldviews chosen.
Themes suggested:
Gender

Making links with the creative arts —e.g. faithin art,
representations of Jesus, etc

Examples of faithin action

Is religion dying out or growing?

Any of the KS3 Real
People, Real Faith
films that have not
beenusedyetcould
supportlearning
across a range of
religions.

KS5

Where possible
over 18 may wit

‘A’ level RS should be offered, but all stud
hdraw themselves from RS.

entsshould receive at least 10 hours of specificreligious education each year. Those

Selectas
appropriate to
cohort

How do different worldviews respond
to the following:

Medical ethics and assisted dying
Economic—moneylending

Current affairs —religious dimensions of current news
Religionin the mediaand advertising

Religioninthe arts

Freedom of speech and censorship and persecution
Religion and Politics
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Portrayal of religion within religious communities
War and conflict
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